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In The Archives

This letter thanks Mr. John Quincy Adams for his successful work through the
U.S. courts in winning the freedom for the captured Africans brought to this
country on the Amistad. Bana, Batu, Cici, Foole, Kali, Kinna, and Sengbe
(Cinque) wrote and signed the correspondence dated May 5, 1841. (American
Missicnary Association Archives)
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Kali's Letter

The Africans had a difficult time understanding why they were
imprisoned. Before the Supreme Court hearing, one of the

children, Kali, wrote to John Quiney Adarus, to ask for free-

Although the boy’s English is nat perfect, no one coukd

mistake his pain and frustration oc his desire for freedom,

Dear Frived Mr. ddams:

Favant to write a letter to Yo /)1‘:‘11Il!u"\mll fovse Memde
peaphe, and you talk ta the grand court. We want to tell you
one thing. jose Ruiz say we born in Havana, be tell lie. . ..
We all born in Mende [country). . . .

We swant you to ask the Cowrt what we bave done
wrang, What for Admericans heep us in prisan? Some peaple
say Monde people erazy; Mende peaple dolt [sinpid] becanse
we ng tulk dmeriva language. Merica people na tatk Mewd:
fan g Hage; Mericd ﬁmplv delt?

They tell bad things abont [usf and wé no understand.
Some [isitors] say [we arc) very happy becanse froc] huugh
and have plenty to cat. Mr. Pemdleron [1he jailer] corme, and
[ceef all look sorry because [voe] think wbont Mende hord und
Jricuds we no see ngw. Mr. Pendfcton say [we look] ungny
white men afrad of [ws]. [Wef no look sorry again—thut
why we luegh. But [we] fiel sorry: O, we can't tell howe

sarry. ...

ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR
capTIvES in the public's eye
was young Kali. This portraic
was drawn by William H.
“Towasend in 1839, Courtesy of
the Beinecke Rare Book and
Manusceipt Library, Yale

University.

Dear fricad Mr. Adens, you bave children, vou hase
Sriends, you love then, you fecl very sorry if Mende poople
core and carry them all to Africa. We fecl bad for our fricnds,
and our fricnds all feel bad for ws. ... Y American prople
give us frec we glad, if they no givse us free we sorry-——oe
sorry jor Mende /n'o/rlr fittle, we sorry for American p;'a/:/r
great deal, because God punish lars. We want you to telt
cotirt that [twef no want to go buck to Huvwna; we ne want
10 be killed. Deur Friend, we want you to knotw bow e focl.
Mendc people think, think, think. Nokady know sehat we

think. . . . Al we want is make us free
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